| TO THE 


SVPREME AVTHORITY 
ENGLAND 


The Commons Aflembled in Parliamenc, 


ac Humble Petition of divers well-afteed W O MEN, ofthe Cities of London and Weſtminſter . the Borough of 
Southwark, Hamblets,and Parts Adjacent. © 4feeters and Approvers of the Tetition of 'Sept, 11. 1648, 
Steveth, 
35 Sd Hat fince we are afſurcd of our Creation in the image of God, and of anintercſt in Chriſt, equal unto men, as 
EI f= alſo of a propottionable share In the Freedoms of this Common wealth, we cannot but wonder and erieve that 
GY 2 weshould appear ſo deſpicable in your cycs, as to be thought unworthy to Petition or repreſent our Gricvanc<sto 
+» this Honourable Houle. 

Pave we not an equal intereſt with the men of this Nation, inthuſelibertics and ſecurities, contaived in the Petition of 
Right, and other the good Laws of the Land ? are any of our lives, limbs, liberties or goods to be taken from us morethen 
from Men, but by due proceſſe of Law and conviction of twelve ſworn men ofthe Neighbourhood ? 

W 4ndcan youimagine us to beſo oth or ſtupid, asnot to perceive, ornotto be ſencible when dayly thole ſtrong defences 
7 of our Peace and wellfare are broken down, and trod under-foot by force and atbitrary power. 

Would you have us keepat home in our houſes, when men of ſuch faithfullnefle and integrity as the FOVR PRISON- 
ERS ourfriends in the Tower, arc fetcht out ot their beds, and forced from their Houſes by Souldicrs, to the affrighting and 
undoing of themſelves, their wives, children, and families? Are not our husbands, or ſelves, our children and tamulics by the 
amerule as lyablc to the like unjuſt crucities as they ? | 

Shall ſuch men as Capt. Bray be made clole Priſoners, and ſuchas Mr Sawyer ſnatcht up and carrycd away, beaten and buf- 

' fettedar the pleaſure of ſome Officers of the Army ; and ſuch as Mr B/anck kept cloſe Priſoner, and after moſt burbarous y- 
age be forcedto run the Gantlop, and be moſt ſlave-like and cruelly whipt; and muſt we keep at home in our houles,as if we 
our lives and liberties and all, were not concerncd ? 

Nay, shall ſuch valiant religious men as Mr Robert Lockyer be lya-ble to Law Martial, and be judged by his Adverfaries, and 
moſt unhumanly shot to death 2 Sha/lthe blood of Warbe hed in time of Peace? doth not the word of God exprefly con- 

' demnc it? doth not the Petition of Right declare, thatno perſon ought to be judged by Law Martial ( except in time of 
+ Warre) andthatall Commiſhons givento execute Martial Law in time of Peace, are contrary to the Lawes and Statutes of 
: theLand? Dothnot Sir £4. Cook in his chapter of Murder in the third part of his Inſtitutes, holdit for good Law (and fince 
; owncd and published by this Parliament ) that fora General or other Officers of an Army in time of Peace, to put any man 
| (athough a Souldier ) to death by colour of Marshal Law,it is abſolute murther1nthart General 2 <And hath it not by this 
Houſe inthe caſe of the late Farl of Strafford been adjudged high Treaſon 2 Andare we Chriſtians, and $hall we fit ſtil] and 
| keepat home, while ſuch men as have born continual teſtimony againſt theunjuſtice of all times, and unrightcouſneſte 
of men, be pickt out and be delivercd up to rhe flghter, and yet muſt we shew no ſence of their ſufterings, no tendernefle of 
| ; ff-Etions, no bowels of compaſſhon, nor bear any teſtimony againſt ſo abominable cruelty and injuſtice ? 
 Haveſuch men as theſe continually hazarded their lives, ſpent their eſtates and time, loſt their liberties, and thought nothing 
| too precious, for detcnce of us, our lives, and liberties, bin as a Guard by day, andasa Watch by night; and when for this 
{thcy arc introuble and greateſt danger, perſecuted and hated eyen to the death ; and should we be ſo bafely ungratetu!, as i9 
In:glc& them in the day of rheir affliction ? No, farbe it fromus : Let it be accounted folly, preſumption, madneſs, or what- 
tcever mus, whilſt wc have life andbroah , we will never leave them, nor forſake them, nor cyer ceaſe to importune you 
{having yctſo much hopes of you, as of the unjuſt Judge m2ntioned Luke 18, to obtain Juſtice,if not for Juſtice ſake) ycrtor 
Importunity) or to uſc any other mcans for the enJargement andreparation of thoſe of them that live ; and tor Juſtice againſt 
luch, as have bin the cauſe of M. Lockiers death :; Nor will we ever rcſt until we have prevailed, that We, our Husbands, 
Children, Fiierds, and Servants, may not be liable to be thus abuſed, violated, and butchered at mens Wills and Picalures. 
Dut if nothing will ſatisfie burthe bloud of thoſe jult inen, thoſe conſtant undauntcd Aﬀerters of the Peoples Freedoms will 
Jnisficvourthiſt,drink lfo,and be ghatted with our bloud, and let us all fall rogether ; Take the bloud of one more, and take 
ml: Slay one, flay all. 
| Andthercforc again, we entreat you toreview ow laſt pctition in behalf of our Friends above mentioned, and not to 
Niekr the things therci.: comaincd, becaule they are preſcnted unto you by the weak hand of VVomen, it bcing an alual 


: 
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$:1120 with God, by weak mcansto work michty cktccts * For weare no whit ſatisfied with the anſwer ycu gave Unto Our 


No \ 
Husbands and Fricnds, but do cqually with them remain lyable to thoſe ſnares laid in your Declaration, which maketh the. 
p\dctters of the Book 121d to ouy Friends charge no lcls then Traytors, when as hardly any diſcourſe can be touching the at- 
Js of the preſenttimcs, but falls within the com pals of that Book : So thatall liberty of Diſcourſe is thereby utterly taken 
fway, then whichthere can be no greatc1 flavery. - 
Not <liall we bc ſatisfied, however you deal wich our Friends, except you free them from under their preſent extrajudicial 
mptilonmentand force upon then, and givethem full Repararions for their forceable Attachment, &c. And leave themirom 
"roloſt, robe procecdcd againſt by duc Procds of Law, and give them reſpe from you, anſwerable to their o00d and 
atlful Service to the Common-wealth, 
Our houſes being worſe then Prifons to us, and our Lives worſe then dent ; the ſight of our Husbands and Children, mat- 
7 Ol enct, ſorrow. and atfliction ro us, until you grant our defires, and therefore, if ever you intend any 200d to this miſcra- 
«Nation, harden not your hearts againſt Petitioners, nor deny us inthines fo cvidently juſt and reaſonable; as you would 


"tbe dishoncurable to all Poſtcrity, 


{| 


